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FOR RELEASE: 9 June 1977
FROM: Kika de la Garza
95-591
Washington D C
MEXICO -- OUR NEIGHBOR AND FRIEND was the host of this year's Mexico-United States Inter-
parliamentary Conference. As a member of the conference your Congressman had the oppor-
tunity to discus~ with the Mexican conferees many issues of mutual concern to our border
area.
We discussed such important problems as narcotics and weapons traffic, inter-
national law of the sea, the Organization of American States, and border problems of
all nations.
Not only are our two countries affected politically, but also we are influenced
by economic situations in either country. For example the devaluation of the peso
brought much hardship to our border businessmen. At the Conference we discussed this
and other similar situations. My bill to allow small business loans to our border
businessmen in situations such as the devaluation was discussed along with its impact
on the Mexican economy.
We also pledged to continue to share cultural, scientific and technical·infor-
mation. This includes the continuation of work on eradication of those mutual agriculture
pests such as the screwworm and medfly.
Our work was profitable. Although realizing that one conference can't solve
all problems, this opportunity to discuss face-to-face with Mexico's leaders helped
each conferee understand our situations better. Next year the group meets in the U S.
We can then reassess our progress on matters of mutual concern.
* * *
RENEWED HOPE FOR SOUTH TEXAS PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS was sparked after regulations were
published for Round II Public Works Funds worth $4 billion.
Round II is a continuation of the program started last year to promote solu-
tions to high unemployment end sagging public works construction projects. Round I
funds worth $2 billion have been exhausted with 20,000 applications left unfunded
including many of those in South Texas. With few exceptions, the new funds will only go
to these left-over applications.
Changes from last year's program will try to solve many of the inequities in
Round I virtually every tax-body experienced. Our area will have to wait and see how
we come out this time.
There is a new way funds will be allocated to eligible areas. Now each State
will receive a minimum of $30 million to a maximum of $500 million based on overall un-
employment rate and number unemployed. Most projects will be directed to areas of un-
employment rates of at least 6.5 percent. Texas is targeted to receive $88,025,000.
While the overall unemployment rate in Texas is only 5.7 percent our southern area is a
lot higher. We should be helped.
Commerce Secretary Juanita Kreps said "We will be using a whole new approach in
the distribution of funds. Previously, projects were scored on a number of factors and
selected primarily on the basis of their scoring rank. Now funds will be divided more
equitably amo~eligible areas and applicants within a State, with projects funded on the
basis of local priorities."
In further reference to this Round I scoring formula the Secretary said,
"Applicants couldn't predict in advance whether they would receive funding. Now they
will be able to. The uncertainties surrounding the amount of funds that might be re-
ceived led to false expectations and disappointments in the program last year. Such
uncertainties also prevented local priority setting."
This is why the regulations must be carefully studied. Again -- anyone who
wants .a copy can get one from me.
An important part of the program is its emphasis on those projects that must
be started in 90 days. Also those projects that promote energy conservation will receive
top priority.
A timetable has been published for implementation of the Round II public works
jobs program, all for 1977:
May 27 •.•.....•.••••••. Regulations were published
June 3•••.•....•.•••.•. Substate allocations announced
June 3-10 ...•.•........ Resubmission and application forms distributed
June 10-July 8•.•••...• Resubmitted and new projects accepted
June IS-August 15 •....• Process and approve projects.
* * *
THIS CONGRESS IS DOING BETTr.~ than the last did at this time. When the House went out
for the holiday -- the euphemism known as "district work period" -- we had reached over
the last Congress by having 298 hours in session to 281 before, 246 roll call votes to
180, 302 measures passed to 235, and 29 bills enacted into law to 27 in the last Congress.
All this was done with one fewer House meeting and 44 fewer quorums. We are
working hard!
* * *
A WHITE HOUSE PLAN to attract high school or college ban& and choirs to perform at the
Ellipse in front of this famous mansion will be continued again this summer. A high
point of the program is that each group will receive a Presidential Certificate of Recog-
nition as well as a tour of the White House as part of the day's activities.
While it's late in the game for our district, any musical group from the 15th
District wishing to perform should let me know. Each group must pay its own expenses and
each group must fit into the White House schedule.
This system did not start until 1 June 1977, so it was unfortunately not opera-
tive when the Brownsville Pace High School Band and Acappella Choir came to Washington.
Maybe some long range planning would be effective in case the program is on for the summer
of 1978
* * *
VISITORS FROM HOME: Visiting my office from home this weekwere Mr and Mrs L L Kinnebrew
of Harlingen; and Philip ~ebre attending school in Washington of Brownsville.
* * *
